
21 years of saving butterflies, 
moths and their habitats



First thoughts 2002

‘A new umbrella 
organisation aimed at 
conserving butterflies, 

moths and their 
habitats across Europe’

Meeting between 
BC (UK) and 
Dutch BC in 
Wageningen



Founded in Nov 2004 
Wageningen NL

• Non-profit making 
organisation 

• Registered in The 
Netherlands (a Stichting)

• Small Board of c.9 members

   + Expert Advisors 



Patron: 
Sir David Attenborough

“I whole-heartedly support the formation of Butterfly Conservation 
Europe at this critical time and wish them every success in 
conserving these beautiful creatures for future generations to enjoy”



Board and advisors (2024)



BC Europe Priorities

1. Sustain network of partners across Europe

2. Influence European policies to improve Lepidoptera conservation

3. Collate data on distribution and trends of European species, and 
produce butterfly indicators

4. Take action for Europe’s most threatened species

5. Raise awareness of the value of butterflies and moths 

6. Collaborate with other relevant projects

7. Raise funds for above



Building a partnership

• 52 Partners in 39 countries

• Top Lepidoptera experts in 
Europe

• Our Partners are our real 
strength

First meeting



2007

2009

2010

2011

9 Partner meetings in Laufen

2014

2017

2019 (ABLE)

2022 (SPRING)

+ 2025





Special guests at Laufen

Ladislav Miko (Director of 
DG Env) receives new 
book on Prime Butterfly 
Areas of Bulgaria from 
Stoyan Beshkov, 2007

Vujadin Kovacevic, DG 
Environment, explains EU 
Pollinator Initiative, 2019

Martin Hojsik, MEP 
Slovakia, joins 
virtually in 2022

Andreas Gumbert, 
DG Env, and Nigel 
Bourn, BC Chair, 
2025
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0

50

100

150

1990 1995 2000 2005 2011

Europe

Butterfly Conservation Europe / Statistics Netherlands

Do’s and Don’t’s for 

butterflies on the EU 

Habitats Directive

Manual for Butterfly 

Monitoring

European Grassland 

Butterfly Indicator

2008

2010

2005

2010

20082007

2011 2012



Building the European 
Butterfly Monitoring Scheme

• ~10,000 volunteers

• 19.1 million counts 

• 35 BMS in 30 countries

• 1,4 million visits

• 16,152 transects

• 51,340 km monitored

• 368 registered butterfly species



Bulgaria

Hungary

Cyprus

Poland

Portugal Italy

Cyprus

Slovenia

Lithuania

eBMS is a people network



Wide coverage across European landscapes



Growing eBMS
Three major EU funded projects

• Assessing ButterfLies in Europe (ABLE): 2018-20 (€800K)

• Strengthening Pollinator Recovery through INdicators and monitorinG (SPRING): 
2021-3 (part of €5m)

• EMBRACE: 2025-6 

ABLE

SPRING

EMBRACE



ButterflyCount app

Number of 15-min count registered per month in the last years.

Growth of
15min counts

• 15 minute counts
• Target: rare sp/remote areas
• 27 languages
• Moth survey option with Image 

recognition
• Results direct to eBMS database

https://butterfly-monitoring.net



European Grassland 
Butterfly Indicator

• 17 characteristic species

-60%



Grassland Butterfly Indicator

• 17 characteristic species

• Key Indicator on EU Biodiversity 
Strategy 2030 Dashboard 

• Measure of target: ‘Reverse 
decline in Pollinators’

-50% -50%
EU27

Europe



Data on species

 

-80%

+26%

-60%

-74%



Climate Change Indicator
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Policy activities
• Sue Collins Vice-chair of the European Habitats Forum 2007-2024

• Aidan Whitfield now leading work

• Input to key EU policies: 

 Nature Restoration Regulation

 EU Biodiversity Strategy

 EU Pollinators Initiative

 CAP reform

• Recovery Strategy for European butterflies

Sue 
Collins

Aidan
Whitfield



Social Media response

1,000 likes: 
shows a strong interest in our 
work from across the world



Action for threatened species
with European Butterfly Group

Macedonian Grayling 
Pseudochazara cingovskii
• Mohamed-bin-Zayed fund
• Only known site threatened by 

quarrying

Danube 
Clouded 
Yellow
(Colias 
myrmidone)

Spanish endemics
Polyommatus golgus, P. violetae, 
Agriades zulichi, Euchloe bazae 
• Funded by MAVA
• Threatened by climate change + 

ski development on S. Nevada

Madeiran 
Speckled 
Wood
(Pararge 
xiphia)

Nevada 
Grayling
(Pseudochazara 
williamsi)



New Red Lists

2025

• 28.3% (125 species) 
threatened or Near 
Threatened

• 40% of Europe’s 
endemic butterflies 
threatened or NT

• Over half of threatened 
species are threatened 
by climate change



New Red Lists

European Red List of 

Moths due 2026

We hope it is a springboard 
to develop a moth network 
within BCE



EPIC Butterfly 2025-6
European Pollinator Identification Courses



POLL HAB 2025-6
Pollinators typical of habitats listed in Habitats Directive 



New website 2025

Pete Eeles



Website features

Country lists

Species 
accounts + 
food-plants 
(after Harry Clarke)





Corporate Sponsors



Priority Action Plan 2024-30

1. Maintain our highly valued network of Partners

2. Advocate better European policies for Lepidoptera

3. Create an eBMS covering the whole of Europe and an 
effective database on Lepidoptera distributions

4. Take practical action to conserve threatened and 
widespread species

5. Raise awareness of Lepidoptera and their role in 
creating a healthy ecosystem

6. Increase our capacity to raise funds and run projects. 



Conclusions
• We are a unique organisation in Europe: the only pan European network aimed at 

conserving an insect group across the continent

• We are deeply grateful to everyone who has become involved and contributed their time 
and expertise. 

• Our strength is our Partner Network which spans the whole of Europe. People working 
together is extremely powerful and amplifies our individual efforts

• The European Butterfly Monitoring Scheme is also unique as it provides the only annual 
pan European assessment of insect populations (the only comparable group is birds) 

• The Grassland Butterfly Index is a powerful tool to assess agro-ecosystems and make 
improvements

• We have achieved a lot in the first 21 years, but we want to do much more. We need to 
put more effort into restoring habitats for butterflies and moths (‘bending the curve’), and 
develop a moth network to galvanise work on this important group



Further information

• Annual Activity Reports

• Newsletters

• Websites 

• https://bc-europe.eu/

• https://butterfly-monitoring.net/

• Social media

           Butterfly Conservation Europe

###

@europebutterfly.bsky.social



Special thanks to

• BCE Partners and 
their colleagues

• Board Members and 
Advisors – past and 
present

• Funders:     
Governmental 
Foundations   
Corporate
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